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Word Detectives Grade 6
Sequential weekly case lessons
24 word-part cases, each with a complete five-day routine, student pages, a short 
mystery, a check and an answer key. Grade 8 also includes a research capstone. 
Use with the 36-week calendar in the Teaching Guide.
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GRADE 6 / FIXED ORDER WITH FLEXIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL PACE

Case index
Case Wk Investigation Part families Page

01 3 The useful signal mis/mit / bene 3

02 4 The handmade factory man/manu / fac/fect 8

03 5 The transferred recording voc/vok / fer 13

04 6 The wind powered route pel/puls / ced/ceed/cess 18

05 7 The immortal story mort / viv/vit 23

06 8 The captured sequence cap/cept / sequ/secu 28

07 10 The vacant manuscript shelf vac / scrib/script 33

08 11 The classroom jury jur/jus / leg 38

09 12 The trusted photograph fid / ver 43

10 13 The postponed deposit pon/pos / ten/tain 48

11 14 The peaceful rehearsal grat / pac 53

12 15 The civic survey civ / pop/pub 58

13 19 The descending signal de- / ex-/e- 63

14 20 The collaborative plan com-/col-/cor- / pro- 68

15 21 The absent companion ad-/ac-/af-/at- / ab- 73

16 22 The persistent search per- / se- 78

17 23 The inward reflection intra- / intro- 83

18 24 The obstacle below ob-/op- / sub-/suc-/suf-/sup- 88

19 28 The archaeology council -ology / -cracy 93

20 29 The crowded book room -phobia / -phile 98

21 30 The astronomer and the aristocrat -crat / -nomy 103

22 31 The android athlete -oid / -ics 108

23 32 The laboratory exploration -ation / -ary/-ory 113

24 33 The small capsule -ium/-arium / -ule/-cule 118

Each case contains three learner pages between its teacher page and key. Use the Teaching Guide for the full 
36-week calendar.
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WD-G6-C01 / TEACHER PAGE / GRADE 6 WEEK 3

The useful signal
Goal: Use mis/mit and bene as clues, then check a whole word in context. Plan five 20-minute 
sessions; timing is a pilot estimate.
Prepare: Print learner pages 2–4 of this case, provide the two cards below, a pencil, scrap paper 
and a dictionary. Keep page 5 as the key. No previous purchase is required.

Evidence card A Evidence card B

mis/mit
root
send
Latin
transmit, dismiss

bene
root
good, well
Latin
beneficial, benefit

Entry bridge and review
Say: “A prefix goes before a base, a suffix after it. A base or root carries central meaning and may be 
free or bound. Spot a useful part, read the word, think about meaning, then check the sentence.” 
Review un-, not or reversal, and re-, again. Teach these now if this is a single-case purchase.
Monday: Say: “In transmit, mis/mit gives the clue send. Here the whole word means send from one place 
to another.” Model Spot, Read, Think, Check. Teach the second card and complete practice 1–2 together.
Tuesday: Retrieve both cards without looking. Reread the examples. Complete practice 3, then play the 
game below. Ask for reasons before revealing the cards.
Wednesday: Retrieve the two review parts above. Complete practice 4–5. Compare a partner’s 
explanation, revise it, and add both new parts to a notebook.
Thursday: Read the case passage aloud together if needed. Box target affixes or underline roots. Answer 
the evidence question, then complete the illustrated case report.
Friday: Play one brief retrieval round, then give the independent five-item check without the cards. Accept 
oral, typed or scribed responses. Score with page 5 and record the next step.

Clue cover
One player chooses a focus word without saying it. Give its part meaning, then a context clue. The partner 
guesses and explains. Swap roles for four rounds. Earn one evidence mark for an accurate explanation, not 
for speed. Solo: hide the word, read your clues, then reveal it.
Daily time guide: 3 minutes retrieve, 5 model or reread, 9 practice and play, 3 explain. Add connected reading 
for a longer class period.
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WD-G6-C01 / LEARNER PAGE 2 / MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Word evidence practice
Name __________________________  Date ______________
Use the two evidence cards. Explain aloud, write, or ask someone to scribe. A correct 
meaning matters more than fast writing.

1  Recover the clues

Word part Meaning clue Type

mis/mit ________________________ ____________

bene ________________________ ____________

2  Mark the evidence

transmit                  beneficial
Box a target prefix or suffix. Underline a target root. Explain what each clue contributes. You 
do not have to divide every letter.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

3  Build a meaning
Explain transmit to someone who has never heard it. Use the part clue and the full word 
meaning. Then explain beneficial.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

4  Give the words a job
Write one clear sentence for each focus word. Make the meaning visible through the 
situation. A partner should be able to explain it.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

5  Challenge Pilfer
Pilfer says, “A word part always tells the complete meaning.” Explain why readers also need 
the sentence or a reference. Use one focus word.
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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WD-G6-C01 / LEARNER PAGE 3 / THURSDAY

The case report
The useful signal
The school garden team plans to transmit a short announcement about watering. Pilfer 
replaces the message with a recording of himself crunching. The recording travels 
through the speaker system, so the equipment can transmit sound, but the content is 
not beneficial to gardeners. Farah restores the directions and checks whether listeners 
can explain when to water. The team separates two questions: did the message reach 
people, and did it help them? Pilfer volunteers a final sentence about checking soil first, 
then moves his snack farther from the microphone.

Read the word clues
Box target affixes or underline target roots in the bold words. Read each whole word. Which 
sentence detail helps you understand it?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Solve the evidence question
Why is successful transmission insufficient?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Draw the evidence
Sketch the useful clue, model or comparison. Add both focus words as labels. Stick figures 
and simple diagrams are welcome.

State the finding
My evidence supports __________________________________________
It does not prove ______________________________________________
Detective reminder: A confident voice is not a substitute for evidence.
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